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Did you know?
· 
· Thailand is a bio-diversity hotspot for birds and birding because the country encompasses a variety of zoogeographic regions, from Himalayans in the north to Malay peninsula in the south, Indo-Burmese sub-region to the west, and Indo-Chinese sub-region to the east.  It now becomes a popular destination for international bird watchers. 
· There are more than 1,000 species of birds in Thailand as of 2019.
· The iconic species that draw birders here seems to be a splendid Great Hornbill. 
· Hornbills have been in existence on earth for 50-60 million of years. There 57 species of hornbills around the world. Their habitats are evergreen forests.
· 13 hornbill species are found in Thailand. Most of them are under threat, some are critically endangered and threatened to near extinction in the wild. In addition to deforestation and climate change, the main threat is poaching for the birds or for their hollow casques, known as ‘red ivory’ in the illegal wildlife market. The price of red ivory  is five times of the elephant ivory. The main market is China, though there is also a demand from Laos and Thailand.
· The other bird species most affected today are large water birds because their wetland habitat has been largely lost to agriculture, as deforestation for agriculture and logging have removed and degraded portions of the woodlands.

General precaution and rules for birders:
· If bird watching takes place inside the national park, protected areas or wildlife sanctuaries, adhere to the laws and regulations regarding wildlife and protected areas. 
· Strictly comply with the zoning management plan of the bird watching areas.
Avoid sensitive areas such as habitats of vulnerable or rare species. 
· Gather information about the area, terrains and weather conditions.
· Avoid disturbing their habitats.
· Stay on roads or paths, do not veer off. 
· Do not litter.
· Do not make noises.
· Apply the same care to other fauna and flora.
· Report bird sightings for science and conservation to the authorities or qualified organisations.
· Engage and support local communities and get involved in conservation when possible.
[bookmark: _wc3zfhd5m1zr]Care for the bird:
· Do not repel birds.
· Do not touch or handle birds.
· Do not collect or possess birds. 
· Do not expose birds to dangers or predators.
· Avoid disturbing any birds such as making loud noises, especially during a mating activity.
· Minimise the use of playback, not exceeding three 30 sec bouts in 5 min total at any one site. Do not use playback during the mating season.
· Careful use of laser pointers, spotlights, and flashlights.
· No drones for recreational bird watching.
· Exercise caution and restrain when photographing, recording or approaching birds.
· In case of rare birds, please consider conservation first and inform relevant agencies or qualified organisations. Be aware of the potential impact of spreading news to others. 
· Do not leave food behind. 
· Report any illegal activities to the protected area or relevant agencies.

Care for other birders and non-birders:
· [bookmark: _qczkai652q06][bookmark: _d116f08kfrk8]Respect others that share the place with you. 
· Be polite and practice common courtesy.
· Keep conversation to a minimum.
· Turn your cell phone off or in a vibration mode. 
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Proper dressing and self-preparation:
· Wear clothes in harmony with the environment, for example, grey, dark green, or brown. Avoid wearing white or bright colours.
· Long sleeved cloths are recommended for the protection from sunlight, scratches and insect bites. 
· Apply mosquito repellent. 
· Wear comfortable and tight shoes with long socks.
· Bring additional garments for specific seasons and places, such as wearing a hat and sunglasses for a mangrove or seashore habitat, a raincoat, a winter coat, or an umbrella.
· Always carry sufficient drinking water and energy bar plus personal medicine.
· Bring a notebook, pen or pencil, guidebook. 
· A daypack is useful for packing all necessary items for a day trip. 
· Bringing binoculars or telescope, if affordable, is useful for having clear and spectacular views in birdwatching.







 
 

