


Code of Conduct for Marine Turtle Watching
	Basics on marine turtles
· There are 9 species of marine turtles on earth. Five species are found in Thailand. 
· Marine turtles are slow growing, long-lived, and migrate vast distances in the ocean
· Some turtles are carnivores (meat eaters), others are herbivores (plant eaters) and some are omnivores (a mix of the two). Many newborn turtles start life as carnivores but grow to eat more plants as they mature.
· What the turtle eat varies, depending on the environment it lives in. Terrestrial turtles eat beetles, fruit, grass, whereas the aquatic dwellers gobble everything from seaweed to squid and jellyfish. 
· The sea turtle has an excellent eyesight, smelling ability and a great memory. Newborn turtles can recognize (Imprinting) the chemical elements of a birthplace where they will return when they grow mature. Recent discoveries reveal that the sea turtle can recognize the earth magnetic field. 
· The turtle’s shell is part of their skeleton, made up of over 50 bones which include the turtle’s rib cage and spine. It acts like a shield to protect them from predators. 
· Killer whales, sharks, especially tiger shark, and other large fish types are the sea turtle’s predator.
Small, young turtles are victims of seabirds, large fish, and even other turtles.
· On land, predators that attack the turtle’s eggs vary from region to region including seabirds, snakes, foxes, crabs, lizards, dogs, raccoons etc. 
· Unfortunately, many species of turtle are endangered which means they are being threatened to extinction.  

	Did you know?
· Turtle hatchlings depend on the light of the skyline to guide them into the sea.  Too much lighting of fishing boats can disorient them and that’s why many turtles end up getting trapped in fishing nets.
· Hundreds of marine turtles were found dead on the beach every year in Thailand. 
· Sadly, sea turtles mistaken plastic bags as jellyfish and this is one of the main causes of marine turtle deaths nowadays. 
· One of the main factors that affect the decline in marine turtle populations in Thailand is a dramatic decrease in beaches quiet and dark enough for turtles to make nests and lay eggs. 
· The consumption of sea turtle meat is still common in many places on earth, although it is illegal. Their shell is still widely used for making ornaments and handicrafts, and their eggs are still stolen to serve a demand from the illegal trade of turtle eggs.
· Only 1 in 1,000 hatchlings can survive to be an adult.
· Due to a very low survival rate of hatchlings, the marine turtle nursing/conservation projects are established both by the governmental and non-governmental sectors on various beaches of Thailand. Newborn turtles after nurtured in the nursery projects will then be released into the sea for their population recovery.

     	Dos and Don’ts 
· Generic rules for tourists, snorkelers, swimmers and divers

· Simply enjoy watching quietly. Snorkelers should minimize splashing and talking. Loud noises may scare turtles away. 
· Always approach turtles from the side. This gives them a clear view of you and a clear path ahead of them if they want to swim away. Do not get too close.
· Do not swim directly above the turtle. They are reptiles and need to come to the surface to breathe.
· Stay still. If a turtle is swimming towards you, stay still and avoid sudden movements.
· Do not chase after the turtle as this can cause severe stress to the turtle.
· Do not touch the turtle. 
· Do not feed the turtle. They do not need it and can give you a seriously painful bite.
· Do not speed up boats and jet skis. When needed, ask skippers to slow down and keep far distance of mating couples.
· Do not buy souvenirs made of turtle shell or turtle meat in restaurants.
· Do not litter on the beache and in the sea. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk74476673]Turtle Breeding Season
· Avoid bars on the nestling beaches or refuse to go to bars if they do not switch off lights at night. Lighting and noise disturb the marine turtle’s natural behaviours and can cause disorientation for the turtle. 
· Do not make loud noises or shine lights on turtles as this will scare them to move back into the sea.
· Egging/Nesting Season 
· Avoid disturbing the beach during the egging season: no off-track driving, no horse ride.
· Eggs are laid in a nest along the back of the beach and are at risk of being trampled. Do not walk on nestling beaches after nightfall without knowledgeable persons/guides.
· Move away to the side of the turtle if the turtle is spotted leaving the water or moving up the beach. If a turtle is encountered, calmly stop where you are, sit down, and wait. 
· If the event occurs at night, keep all lights off and do not shine lights at the turtle’s eyes.
· Always stay behind the turtle where the turtle cannot see you. Keep a distance and crouch down low if you want to follow the nesting turtle. 
· Avoid photography with flash! The flashlight can disturb or disorient the turtle.
· Do not touch the turtle or move it from its original position.

· Hatching Season 
· Stay below the sand dunes to avoid trampling on nests and emerging hatchlings. It takes around 60 days for hatchlings to emerge from the eggs.
· Do not keep lights on after nightfall. 
· Do not make noises. 
· Do not touch or handle hatchlings.
· If you find hatchlings that appear disoriented or have gone inland, gently rotate the hatchlings to face the ocean and seek professional help if necessary.
· Do not interrupt hatchlings on their way to the sea. Hatchlings can get stuck in footprints so stand to the side rather than crossing their path.
· Do not dig holes on the beach or remember to fill them up before nightfall and break your sandcastles before leaving the beach. These are small but a huge mountain for turtle hatchlings.
· Remove beach furniture from the beach after nightfall as this poses an obstacle for hatchlings on their way to the sea. 
· Do not visit hotels or bars that refuse to switch their lights off or remove the furniture back.



	

