

Monkey watching code of conduct

Basics about monkeys and primates

· 6 species of monkeys are found in Thailand and they belong to Macaca family, so they are called macaques. There are 23 macaque species all over the world. 
· Macaques eat both meat and plants, but their counterparts of the Primate Order such as Gibbon and Langur are herbivores, eating fruits and plants only.
· Wild macaques in Thailand are fully protected by wildlife protection law which means that it is illegal to hunt, trade, possess and import-export of macaques. However, some species can be bred but a permit must be obtained from the authorized governmental agencies. 
· At international level, all macaque species in Thailand are listed in Appendix II of CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). 
This means that the species are not necessarily threatened with extinction, but trade must be controlled in order to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival. Some macaque species, however, are near threatened. 
· The main conservation issues of macaques are habitat loss and fragmentation and the change in land use that cause macaques to scatter into small populations. In some areas, macaques become overpopulated because their natural habitats are squeezed or cut off.    
· Monkeys, gibbon, Langur and other primates and humans are of the same Primate Order. We share similar traits and that’s why many diseases can be easily passed on between us and the non-human primates. 
 

Dos 
· Avoid drawing their attention to you or presenting a temptation to monkeys.  Monkeys, especially macagues, are curious. Hide anything i.e. food, water bottles, dangling clips, jewelry, and shiny sunglasses on your head that may spark their curiosity. 
· Limit your interaction and always keep a distance. 
· Watch out for the alpha male. These are larger, gray-hair monkeys and are most likely to turn aggressive, if they feel that their status is challenged. So, be mindful if the alpha male moves in to investigate what is going on.
· Carry a stick if you need to walk pass or through a group of monkeys. Stand tall and just move confidently and steadily.
· Drop things if monkeys grab onto anything you carry. Monkeys do not fight fairly. 
· Watch out for your camera. Monkeys are very keen to grab onto dangling straps. 
· Be particularly careful when using large lens to photograph monkeys. Seeing their own reflection in the lens may trigger an attack. 
· Move back slowly and calmly if you are threatened by monkeys. Make a loud but low-pitched noise and make yourself larger by raising and waving your arms and protecting yourself by sticks or rocks. Also show signs of courage and confidence as monkeys, similarly to most wildlife, may chase you if they detect fear. 
· If you are scratched or bitten by monkeys, scrub a bite or scratch in warm and soapy water for 15 minutes to slow the spread of infection, then use antiseptic and seek medical advice immediately.


Don’t
· Do not disturb, shout or chase monkeys/primates away.  Simply let them behave naturally.
· Do not get closed to them and touch them, even babies as their mothers might attack you because they think that you are stealing their babies.  In addition to this, a variety of diseases can be easily transmitted between humans and monkeys – we all are primates as you know. Some infectious diseases are fatal such as HIVs or Ebola. 
· Do not feed monkeys or leave any food behind as this can cause a change in their natural behaviours and gradually they will become dependent too much on feeding by humans. They will show more aggressive behaviours towards each other and towards you i.e.  the rest of the troop may overwhelm you for additional food even if you don't have any left, and they will fight one another over food. For the wild ones, they will have less social contact, less foraging in nature and this will affect the ecosystem. 
· Do not stare, smile or laugh at monkeys/primates as this might mislead them: showing your teeth or opening your mouth wide might be interpreted as you are showing signs of submission or aggression to them. 
· Do not play tug of war with monkeys if they grab onto what you are carrying. Let them do as they will drop it if it is not food. 
· Don’t scare monkeys by a sudden movement or constant move as this will cause them to feel as being threatened and they can response accordingly.
· Do not show fear. In case an encounter with monkeys turns bad, do not scream or turn back to them but move back gently. 
· Do not provoke them to get some sorts of pictures. 




















