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· Apart from their delicate nature, irresistible beauty and sophisticated wing patterns, butterflies play an important role in the ecosystem. They are both a predator and food of other animals that include birds, lizards, spiders and other insects. They are the primary food source for some wasps and flies, whose tiny larvae hatch within butterfly eggs, caterpillars, or pupae and feed on their host. So, they are important in the web of life.
· Many butterflies are closely linked to specific plants and habitats and sensitive to environmental change. Therefore, they can be a signal that indicates the health of the environment. 
· Not only The Monarch, many other butterflies migrate too. They do this for apparently two reasons. Butterflies are cold-blooded creature and they cannot tolerate the colder weather like a winter, so they need to go somewhere warmer. In order to survive, they are forced to find food in new places when food is scarce in the winter. Each year, the Monarch migrate 2,500 miles away to a warmer climate to ensure their survival.
· Thailand is home of  around 1,300 butterfly species in nature, 20 of them are  protected under Thai laws which means that poaching and trading of the protected species are prohibited and illegal.  Five species are listed in Appendix II under CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), implying that they can be traded but with certain control measures.
· Thailand is a butterfly exporter, sending millions of pupas to Europe each year. The major buyer is Britain.
· The greatest threaths to butterlflies are habitat change and  loss due to residential, agricultural and industrial development. Climate change, overuse of chemicals and pesticides and the spread of invasive species also pose a threat to butterflies because of both direct and indirect impacts on native host plants. 

Do
· If butterfly watching takes place in a national park of other protected areas, adhere to local and international laws regarding butterflies and wildlife protection.
· Check weather conditions before going out and prepare accordingly.
· Wear appropriately; natural imitated clothes such as dark green, grey, brown, khaki colours. Butterflies, like other wildlife, can be frightened or disturbed by bright colours. Wear long-sleeved shirts for the protection from sunlight and scratches. Apply sun protection including hats and sunscreen when needed.
· Take plenty of water and food or energy bar, especially if going for a long time. Time runs quickly and, more often than not, we spend more time than planned. 
· Take regular breaks and stay under shade in hot and humid weather. 
· Follow the zoning management guideline of the concerned location.
· Be quiet. Move slowly or crouch down when getting close to butterflies. 
· Be aware of the potential impacts of your presence on other fauna and flora. 
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· Do not disturb butterflies, especially when they are feeding or mating. 
· Do not make loud noises. 
· Do not litter.
· Do not wander off alone, especially while being in a forest.
· Do not collect butterflies from any protected areas. It is illegal to do so by relevant laws concerning wildlife, plants and national parks in Thailand.
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