
Code of conduct for wildlife in general watching
	
Do 
· Adhere to all relevant laws and regulations of the protected area and wildlife protection. Inform the authorities of your presence and purpose if needed.
· Respect the rights to live and daily routines of wildlife. 
· Be aware of the potential impacts on wildlife and the environment from your activities.
· Stay on paths that are intended to minimise the impact. 
· Always keep a safe distance between you and wildlife, at least 50 metres especially for large animals such as deer and elephants. If animals show signs of stress or disturbance, slowly move back and observe their behaviours. 
· Prepare yourself and equipment for unexpected events.
· Be quiet and mindful.
· Dress appropriately and in harmony with the environment i.e. wearing the colours of dark green, grey or brown for the forest surroundings. Wearing long-sleeved shirts and long pants is practical to protect you from sunlight, scratches and insect bites.
· Practice common courtesy to others sharing the same location.
· Report to the authority of the injury or death of wildlife encountered. 
· Report any illegal or inappropriate behaviours to the authority.
· For photography of wildlife, avoid putting yourself at risk of being attacked i.e. getting too close to large animals to get some sorts of pictures. 
Don’t 
· Do not disturb wildlife and their habitat. 
· Do not make noises. 
· Do not surround wildlife.
· Do no chase them away.
· Do not feed or use food to lure wildlife for photography. 
· Do not touch. Do not tease or intentionally frighten wildlife.
· Do not litter. 
· Do not wear perfume as this will repel wildlife away from you, so it decreases a good chance to see wildlife in the wild. 
· Do not drink while watching wildlife. This can get you out of mind and the smell of alcohol can be attractive to some wild animals such as elephants. 
· Do not smoke.





