CODE OF CONDUCT FOR ASIAN ELEPHANTS

Basics about Asian Elephants 
· Elephants are social animals. On average, Asian elephant family unit comprises 4-8 individuals. The elephant never stays alone, except fully grown bulls (male elephants). As such they form a matriarchal society in a family group. 
· Elephants are herbivores. They need water up to 200L and food up to 100-300KG a day, or approximately 10% of their body weight. As a herbivores, elephants in nature do need minerals from the soil as a supplement. 
· Their iconic trunk is composed of 40,000 muscles, partially acting as nose and hand.
· Elephants are sophisticated communicator: They produce a variety of vocalizations including trumpets, squeaks, chirps, and low frequency rumbles. Rumble vocalizations contain frequencies that are below the range of human hearing (infrasonic components).  These low frequency calls can travel several miles and may be used to coordinate their movements. Notably, their trunk is used to detect vibrations. 
· Elephants have amazing memories: Their highly developed and large brain (their EQ is close to that of apes, after dolphins and humans), grants them powerful memories, will power and problem-solving skills. As such, a famous proverb ‘elephants never forget’ is not untrue with fascinating scientific research backup. 
· Unfortunately, wild Asian elephant populations in nature are being threatened by habitat loss, ivory hunting, poaching, and commercializing of calves (baby elephants) as well as conflicts with farmers that suffer from crop raiding caused by this gigantic but humble pachyderm.
· In Thailand, there are only about 3,000-4,000 wild elephants living in the fragmented forests, out of the estimated population of 30,000-50,000  all over 13 range countries throughout Asia. 

Elephants in captivity 
This can be applied to visits to any kind of elephant facilities including elephant tourism places, elephant rehabilitation centre or orphanage.
Do
1. Strictly follow the instructions of the mahout or caretaker when approaching elephants or involving in any interactions with elephants.
2. Exercise precaution when spotting a lonesome elephant, especially a calf or a young one as the elephant is socialized and never stays alone except bulls!
3. Use a common sense. Observe and read the elephant behaviours to see if they are happy, disturbed or frustrated. 
4. Before joining any interaction activities with elephants, consider their health and physical conditions such as obvious physical appearances including unhealthy body weight, physical disabilities, wounds, injuries, pregnancy or any signs of sickness.
5. Refuse to get involved in any activities that compromise the health and welfare of elephants such as:
· elephants are forced to perform unnatural postures or tricks 
· elephants are beaten or treated cruelly 
· elephants work too long i.e. more than one hour without any rest
· a long walk on hard substrates
· an elephant ride in the middle of the day 
· more than 2 persons are put on one elephant for a bareback ride 
· elephants are not fed properly, not provided with sufficient water etc.
· elephants are not provided with appropriate shelters or shed
· elephants are kept and exposed to direct sunlight and heat 
· elephants are in musth or under stress.

6. Exercise carefulness while playing with baby elephants as they weigh more than we think! Without intention, they might hurt us by leaning on us or running towards us as part of their natural (and adorable, of course) behaviour.
Don’t 
1. Do not play a tug war with elephants while feeding them as this might mislead them  and they might harm you for whatever reason.
2. Do not play with or carry out any activity with elephants alone or with other visitors without the presence of mahouts or caretakers. 
3. Do not eat elephant meat.
4. Do not buy ivory or any products made of, fully or partially, ivory or elephant parts. 

Wild elephants 
Did you know that?
· In nature, elephants always live in a family unit or herd. While one individual is seen foraging by a trail or road, it does not mean that it is by itself alone. Other individuals of the same unit are just dispersing and feeding quietly in proximity.
· A safe distant for wild elephants - a distant that elephants do not feel threatened - is at least 50 metre.  
· Usually, wild elephants move at a speed of 5KM per hour approximately. But elephants that are displaying a ‘full charge’ can accelerate their speed up to 40KM per hour.
· Mother elephants can become more aggressive to ensure the safety of their calves. 
· While elephants are in musth, they are easy to be irritated, frustrated and highly aggressive.  When in musth, a sticky substance will be secreted from the temporal glands located between the eye and ears on both sides of the head. It is clearly seen as a streak of oil running along their cheeks.  
· Elephants have a fascinating hearing and smelling attributes but very poor eyesight. 
· Wild elephants in some areas are found to be attracted by salt and alcohol.
· Elephants with a good temper are naturally flapping ears, waging tail and trunk while foraging as usual, and without attention given to us.
· Elephants that show signs of bad temper can be noticed with their ear spread, trunk and tail still, and their eyes staring at us. They might raise their trunk and stand tall.

 7 Signs of aggression useful to know
	When elephants, both wild and domesticated, feel uncomfortable, disturbed, annoyed and threatened, they are often found to display these behaviours:
1. Standing tall with head and tail raised, with ears spread, starring at us!
2. Moving in a rocky motion, with one leg swaying back and forth.
3. Uprooting plants or objects and throw them in our direction as a threat.
4. Starting to shake its head, tossing its head up and down.
5. Swinging the trunk, blowing or trumpeting, though sometimes young elephants simply do it to test their (and our) mettle.  
6. Displaying a mock charge – a rapid approach for a few steps with head held high and ears spread, possibly repeating it for a couple of times. This gives us a warning to back off and give them a safe space. If we refuse to do so, the next step, known as a full charge, will be displayed!
7. Displaying a full charge – a charging elephant, sometimes with trunk curled in, can move as fast as 40KM/hour, much faster than we can imagine and probably reverse. Giving way and back off quietly out of their space is much better than being directed with a full charge!

How to do when encountering wild elephants?
i) While hiking or in farming areas on the forest edge

	Do

1. 	If you encounter wild elephants and have to move away from the area, quietly step back until you reach a safe distance (from the elephant’s perspective) or at least 50 metres. Be aware that you should not turn around or turn your back on the elephant. 

2. 	Try to find a hiding place and wait quietly until elephants passe or return to their normal routines. This can be large trees or bushes, piles of soil, termite mounds etc.

3. 	While waiting quietly, observe the elephant's behaviour, such as the elephant's aggressive signs to act properly for the safety of you and the elephant.

4. 	In the event of close encounter, if you need to run away, run diagonally about 45 degrees from the straight path or the elephant trail because elephants have a poor eyesight and peripheral sighting. In addition to this, their large size and heavy weight make it not so easy to turn around or to change a direction immediately.

5. 	Climb a large tree that is tall enough and out of reach of the elephants.

6. 	In case of being directed by an elephant at a close distance, discard items such as backpacks or even take off your shirt to draw the elephant's attention to these items.

7. 	When possible, run down a steep slope is another good option, as elephants are often reluctant to move down the steep area at a high speed because they can easily fall and would break their legs. 


Don’t

1. 	Do not wander off established nature trails/trekking routes/paths as this might create a chance to encounter wildlife in a dangerous situation including elephants, not to mention that sensitive wild flora might be damaged and wild animals might be disturbed.

2. 	Do not make noise, scream, shout or chase the elephant.  These can annoy the elephant or draw its attention to you. If it feels so disturbed or angry, it might move towards you and cause you harm.

3. 	If you see wild elephants, do not turn your back to run or turn your back on the elephant. Turning around will stimulate the wildlife instinct to chase you because the beast will feel superior.

4. 	If you see elephants at night, do not use flash when photographing elephants as this will startle them or annoy them.

5. 	Do not chase wild elephants, mothers or calves, for the sake of photography.



ii) While driving

	Do

1. Stop the car at least 30 meters away from the elephant. Ensure that car engine is on to be able to move away in a timely manner. Keep the sound of the engine low as the low sound will not make them scared or stressed and the elephant will gradually get used to it.

2. If the elephant walks in, calmly reverse the car. Wait until the elephant is gone by before driving forward. 

3. If you see the elephant at night, always keep lights on so that you can easily observe the elephant and the distance between the car and the elephant. The lights should be turned on low to avoid annoying the elephant or urging its interest on you. 

4. Turn on the high beams in case you are more than 50 meters away from the wild elephant because this will make the elephant know that there is a car coming, does not get panic and walk to the road side accordingly. If the high beams are turned on at a closer distance than this, the bright lights will disturb its eyesight, and the elephant can be frightened, annoyed or depressed. 

5. In the worst case when you are unexpectedly surrounded by wild elephants on the road, be extremely careful especially if it is a nighttime. Use the low beams and do not turn on the flashing light and move the car in a direction that there are fewer elephants. Sometimes it is inevitable to do this, though it means that the car needs to negotiate and squeeze itself through the herd of elephants. Gradually, and calmly, move the car with a very low and stable engine sound.

6. Drive at a speed that is neither too fast nor exceeding the speed limit when entering a national park or wildlife sanctuary or the road outside the conservation area that are regularly traversed by wild elephants, especially at nighttime. Observe the warning signs along the road to prevent accidents, injuries, and deaths of both sides.


7. Cooperate with other vehicles in front of you such as when receiving hazard warning lights or other signals and act accordingly to prevent accidents or possible threats from elephants.

Don't

1. Do not honk a car horn or make a loud noise to chase the elephant because it can make the elephant angry and direct towards you. 

2. Do not turn on the flashing light because the light will disturb the elephant's eyesight and may attract the elephant's attention to you.

3. Refrain from using flash for photography because it may startle the elephant that, in return, can cause you harm as a consequential response. 


4. Do not get out of the car and walk to take close-up photos of the elephant because out of a sudden attack, you may not have enough time to move back or run away. 

5. Do not park and watch the elephants on the road with continuous traffic because other cars may follow you and get stuck, causing traffic obstruction and might put other cars at risk of being attacked by the elephant without room to escape.


